GENERAL
Knowledge @




With the blessings of :
Our Parents

GENERAL
Knowledge @

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
fransmitted in any form or by any means without prior permission in written.
Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to this publication may
be liable to criminal prosecution and civil claims fordamages.

Limits of liability and Disclaimer of Warranty:

The Author, Editor, Designer and the Publisher of this book have tried their best
to ensure that all the texts are correct in all respect. However, the author and
the publisher does not take any responsibility of any mistake, if happened.
The correction of mistakes, if found will duly be done in the next edition.

MADE IN INDIA

——

Support Recycle

Save a Tree
Save the Earth

One Ton of this Paper Saves 17 trees.

Max. Retail Price: On Back Cover

Edited by:
Saurabh Gandhi
Neelam Sarkar
Ananya Pandey

« National Education Policy 2020
« Activity Based

« Innovative Approach

» Leaming with fun

» Used Eco Friendly Paper




‘General Knowledge' is a comprehensive series of eight books designed specifically for the needs and
requirements of students studying in classes 1-8. The content has been created keeping in  mind the
National Education Policy 2020. The purpose of this series is to enhance competence, experiential,
comprehensive and critical learning. This book includes enough questions in accordance with the NEP
criteria. The fundamental principles of NEP which is recognising, identifying and fostering the unique
capabilities of each student, respect for diversity and respect for individual aspect in all topics. While
framing the book our editorial team ensured that children enjoy classroom learning to the fullest.

Key Features of the Series:

With the motto of Educate, Encourage and Enlighten this book is based on NEP criterion which promotes
learning and development, and tests higher-order skills, such as analysis, critical thinking, and
conceptual clarity. The book has been segregated into sections emphasising upon the comprehension of
information regarding various topics, such as:
* ThelivingPlanet : The information related to the uniqueness and importance of our planets. It also
discusses space travellers.
SportsArena  : This portion discusses different aspects of sports such as origins,
tournaments, trophies, etc. It talks about different types of sports and sportsmen.
® IncredibleIndia : This portion discusses the glorious past of India along with its polity,
geography and legacy.
e AwarenessPlus : The book discusses the topics of general awareness about safety and
responsibility here.
e Life Skills : This feature of the book inculcates life skills and values in students.
e Personality Plus : This book also strives to be a helpful associate in the proper development of the
student's personality including good manners, etiquettes and proper conduct.

* Brainstorming : This section consists of activity given at the end of a section urges students to apply
their learning skills and helps them to retain the knowledge gained in class.

e letmeAnswer : Discussion-oriented questions are asked to promote the students to inspire to think
critically and respond with well thought out answers.

e Teacher'sNote : A "Teacher's Note" is a set of instructions laid out for the teachers to follow in the

classroom based on the worksheet, activity/exercises. It specifies how the
worksheet and activities/exercises should be carried out in class.
Info-Bits . Interesting facts related to the topic of the chapter are incorporated in the form of
Info-Bits so as to enhance the overall learning experience of the student.
The subject of general knowledge is too broad to be covered in an eight-book series.
However, every effort has been made to make it as thorough as possible. Sincere efforts have been taken
fo prevent any inconsistencies and make this series a perfect complement to the students' education. Any
worthwhile recommendations for how to improve the series are always welcome and greatly
appreciated.
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The Grand Animals

Every animal plays an essential role in our environment and protects it
also. Let us read about some of these brave animals, known for their
strength and beauty.

Thelargest carnivore on land is the Polar Bear. Adult males weigh

'Iﬁ B |
- _ around 350-700 kgs and grow up to 10 ft long. These majestic
R E‘*r animals reside in the Arctic regions on the ice sheet of the Arctic

ocean. Their favourite food is seals and fish.

The largest living animal in the world is the African Bush
Elephant. Itlivesin a herd. It eats up to 150 kgs of food in a single
day. Its trunk senses smell, touch, taste and fear. Its trunk helps

to eat and drink water. It never stops growing in its entire life.

The Mountain Gorilla lives in the high mountains of Congo
in Central Africa. It continuously moves from one place to
another in search of food and bamboo. It can lift more than 800

kgs easily.

The worldss tallest animal is the Giraffe. It stands up to 19 ft from
the ground. It is usually found in the woodlands of Savanna and the
grasslands of Africa. It feeds on Acacia leaves and fruits. It can run
at a speed of 60 km/hr. It drinks water once in many days as leaves

provide enough water.

%\ TEACHER'S NOTE & T?achers w.ill introduce' majestic animals using a creative idea (flash cards) and
— W~ discusstheir features with the students.
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The giant catis the Siberian Tiger. Itislocated in the far east of
| Russia and the northeastern part of China. It has orange skin
M with thin stripes. It is considered an endangered species.

— Unfortunately, there are only 500 Siberian tigers in the world.

/ The length of a giraffe’s tongue s 18 inches, which is used to pluck and eat leaves from very tall trees.
N

A. Animals & Countries

Here, pictures of different animals are given with their names
below them. Match them with the respective countries they
belong to.

Giant Panda Golden Tiger Eurasian Elephant

Eagle Brown Bear
a.China b. Mexico c. Tanzania d. India e. Russia f. Thailand

B. QuickQuiz

1. Name the fastestland animal.

izt me v

o Where are the African
Bush Elephants found?

2. Inwhich country are Koalas found?

3. Whatisthe national animal of France?

I] He/p List “

Cheetah Australia Gallic Rooster
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Wild life

Animals live everywhere. They can even be found surviving where
humans cannot think of as a living place. Let’s read about these animals
and their living environments.

Rainforests are considered the finest habitat for animals to
survive and reproduce. Anacondas, gorillas, iguanas, tigers, spider
“ monkeys, tapirs, toucans, and other creatures inhabit the jungle.

Elephants, bison, lions, giraffes, zebras, and other unique species
can be found in grasslands. These offer both herbivores and
carnivores plenty of food. '

Mountains have extremely chilly weather. Mammals here have
adapted to the extreme cold, and most have thick, woolly coats.
Mountain goats and lambs have incredible cloven feet, which
helps them navigate the steep hills.

Polar habitats can be found on Earth's north and south poles. i

— fﬂ ﬁ:_.

They are chilly, windy, snowy and icy all the time. Animals that
live in these frozen regions include penguins, polar bears, seals, -
walruses, and albatrosses.

Deserts are dry regions with little m

rainfall. They could be hot or chilly / Theocean is home to around
locations. Yaks live in the freezing  one million different species

. of animals. But over 95% o
desert of Ladakh, while camels, f . 6 of
them are invertebrates, or

e Suelaes, gpieers, nndl el e o
inhabit scorching deserts. backbone, like a jellyfish and

I shrimﬁ.
Let me Answer
« Name the region where whales W IET Y W~ [ntroducewildlife and its habitats
h
LY \

are found. to the students.

General Knowledge - 2 7
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What’s in the Jungle?

Food preferences vary among different species of animals. While most
prefer to consume plants, some enjoy eating meat, fish, eggs and insects.

| Let me Answer ]

» Name two animals which are endangered.

Though hippopotamuses were previously thought to be
herbivores, researchers now know that they occasionally
consume meat.

Most monkeys in the wild are omnivores, meaning they
consume both vegetables and meat. Insects, fruits, leaves, seeds,
nuts, flowers and vegetables are among the nearly universal
diets of monkeys.

Snakes are exclusively carnivorous, meaning they only eat meat.
Most snakes consume insects, rodents, birds, eggs, frogs, lizards,
small mammals and fish. Some snakes, such as the king cobra,
also eat other snakes.

attached to eucalyptus trees. They only sunbathe in the sun and
eat eucalyptus leaves; they hardly ever drink water.

Bats of various species consume various foods, including g TEACHER'S NOTE

insects, nectar, pollen, and fruits. The North American small Teachers will help students to know about

brown bat may eat more than 1200 mosquitoes in one hour. some unique eating habits of different
N animals
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Deep Waters
Life first evolved on Earth billions of years ago in the deep waters. Most

species of living things are still present in the world's huge oceans and seas.

A. Look at these images of unusual sea creatures and try to identify
them using the help list provided below.

H He/p List "

Seahorse Seé snake Dugong Blue whale Giant Squid Great White Shark

B. SeaQuiz '

1. What do whales mostly eat? - When did life begin on
Isa whale - amammal or a fish? the Earth?
Which marine creatures are reputed to be friendly towards people?
What has been identified as the most lethal marine animal?

Which aquatic animal appeared in the movie "The Meg"?

/ Long before dinosaurs existed, sharks have been i TEACHER'S NOT LY |

4 _—
present for more than 420 million years.

U
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Help studentsidentify and remember majestic aquatic animals.
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The Tiny Creatures

The majority of us feel uneasy just thinking about insects. True, but it's
also true that many of these little animals benefit our environment and us.

Tell us more about the benefits that some of these cute animals can
provide for humans.

To create honey, a miraculous meal for us, the honey bee
gathers nectar from flowers and buds. It aids in the fruiting of
trees during this time. Candles for decoration are made with
honeybee hive wax.

We receive fine, silky threads from the silkworm. To create silk
yarn, the threads must be processed. Shiny silk fibre is used to
make exquisite clothing.

The spider is an expert spinner who makes carefully planned
webs. By consuming dangerous insects like mosquitoes and
houseflies, spiders protect humans.

Most insects also play a significant role in the food chain since they are eaten by
various creatures, including the anteater, most birds, reptiles, bats and
monkeys.

’ - TEACHER'S NOTE ~ Introduce students to different tiny creatures
Let me Answer ‘ ~ that are useful to the environment. You may

use pictures or videos to make it innovative
and easy to understand.

10 General Knowledge - 2
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InsectI1Q

A. You can determine your insect IQ by correctly recognising these
insects using the tips in the help list below.

—_—

]] He/p List “

Housefly Cockroach Dragonfly Ant Ladybug Grasshopper

B. Try this fill in the blanks exercise to test your knowledge of some

common insects.

1. is an insect that contaminates our food and spreads
numerous illnesses, including cholera and dysentery.

2. insect called suckers feed on the blood of humans
and animals. Malaria, dengue and other diseases are also brought on
byit.

3. consumes wood, destroying wooden furniture in homes
and workplaces.

4. An insect that moves in swarms of millions is called . All

standing crops in their path are destroyed by these insects.

info-Bits @ —

1 gof silk yarn requires 10,000 silkworm cocoons.

Locust Mosquito Housefly Termite
.

General Knowledge - 2 1
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Activity - Nature GamD

q 5
4 \\‘

A. Find the names of the six birds depicted in the grid"; photographs.

L EDRALTLAMS
FMSWAIKQUH S
AQWQE FLIJNTIY
158 EN NIDN BICE SV BER AN RO Bl BE
CRWOSCTUPMDO
OOWZ 1 ZAQFN
NANILUGTLBTVC
J T EP SWANOD
PP Z C Y O S N GW
AL BATIROSWK

B. Jungle Trail

Mini is at an outdoor zoo where the animals are allowed to dwell in the wild. Since
there are no signboards in the area, she needs your assistance identifying the
animals.

Play the Game : Play the game and take in the beauty of nature. Throw two dice and
visit the animal of the of the number you get. use the clues given to identify them.

Clues :- '

1.

N N I A Al o

[a—
S

It enjoys zebra and antelope and is a meat-eater. . Which animal shares the

A fruit, leaf, and stem eater that lives on trees. closest resemblance to us?

It hunts at night and possesses the strongest jaws of any land mammal.
When hungry, it growls and likes honey.

It is a grass-eater that is armour-plated.

It resides in the grasslands of Africa and is the swiftest land animal.

It hunts in packs and is a vicious predator.

Although it is the world's heaviest snake, it is not poisonous.

It is a lively fish-loving aquatic creature.

A short-legged creature with a pointed nose and a hairy tail, it is unaffected
by deadly snakes.

11-12. Got lost. Throw the dice again.

12 General Knowledge - 2
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The World in Dark

Many animals ceased to exist over the passage of time. Climate
change, lack of food and inability to adjust to specific environmental
changes made it impossible for them to survive.

Let’s read about some of these animals that are extinct on the Earth.

[ Let me Answer

« Which animal has been
surviving on this earth
before the age of dinosaurs?

& . _ [ These fierce creatures walked
g the earth for millions of years.

. They used to live on land, in

water and even fly in the sky.

Dinosdaur

_________________________________________________________________ -

' This giant old creature is the ancestor of the modern- . —
' day elephant that vanished from earth about 10,000 :
; years ago. The bodies of this species have been found in

' th | t d kabl 11- d.
| he polar wastes and afe rerharkably wel-preserved. - Woolly mammoth

This most amazing ice-age carnivore used to live in
grasslands, shrubby areas and pine forests. This majestic
animal got extinct about 15 thousand years ago.

2 This large flightless bird native to the islands of &3
i Mauritius disappeared some 300 years ago due to the &
: destruction of its natural habitat.

Every year, about 200 to 2000 | TEACHER'S NOTE 4

existing animal species become > ol

extinct. Help students to understand the meaning of
Oy extinction of animals and endangered species.

A. The Living Planet
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Decorative Plants

Decorative plants are grown for beautifying gardens and homes. They
enhance a certain elegance and add freshness of nature to our lifeless
interiors.

Here are some beautiful and fresh decorative plants to read about and
bring home.

Money plant is the most common plant in
Indian homes. It has green, heart-shaped
leaves faded with streaks of white and yellow.
This plant filters out the air and increases the
level of oxygen inflow inside the house.

Petunia is a very common garden and
indoor plant. Its origin is in South America.
It has funnel-shaped colourful flowers and
small, sharp leaves. They are found in
purple, mauve, pink, red, white and magenta
colours.

Cactus, commonly taken as a desert plant, has
around 1750 known species, and some of these
produce beautiful flowers. It can be watered once
every two to three months.

- WA ER W~ Introduce students to the different
— .~ ornamental plants.

General Knowledge - 2 15




Lavender is an herb and is native to Northern
Africa and mountainous regions of the
Mediterranean. It has a pleasing fragrance that
spreads in the entire house. Its oil has special
antiseptic properties.

Belonging to Sicily, Southern Italy, the Sweet
peais a flowering plant. It is a climber growing
in height up to 1-2 metres. Its flowers are multi-
coloured and have a pleasant scent.

Floral Quiz
1. Name the flower that Jawaharlal Nehru

always used to wear on his coat.

« Which flower is used in
body lotions and beauty
products?

D

Name the national flower of Bangladesh.

Name the national flower of Nepal.

e~

Name the flower which is grown for its healthy edible oil.

Info-Bits @

one of the rarest flowers on the earth. Only 14 plants

were found growing in the wild during the year 2007.
L

16 General Knowledge - 2



A. The Living Planet

I’m a Plant!

Plants give us different kinds of nutritious foods. Various parts of plants
are mostly eaten across the globe.

Quiz about Vegetarian food

1.

i

/

]] He/p List “

This shrub is grown in plantations on slightly
hilly slopes in 52 countries of the world. Its
leaves are the world’s most popular beverage.
Whatisit?

The beans of this plant are used to make the
second most famous beverage of the world.
Which plant is this?

This plant produces beans that are the richest
source of protein among all other plants. Its
other products are milk, paneer (tofu), granules
and nuggets. Name the plant.

Leaves of this beautiful herb are widelyused as a
flavouring agent in Indian food. Name the herb.

Info-Bits @)

World’s largest meatless buffet was -

organised in India in 2012.
G

« I'matree.I'vered flowers with yellow pollen.
I'm great for tea. Whoam I?

TN~ [r0duce students to the different edible plants.
M— M

Green coriander Soya bean Tea plant Coffee plant

General Knowledge-2 17
















































































































































