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‘General Knowledge' is a comprehensive series of eight books designed specifically for the needs and
requirements of students studying in classes 1-8. The content has been created keeping in  mind the
National Education Policy 2020. The purpose of this series is to enhance competence, experiential,
comprehensive and critical learning. This book includes enough questions in accordance with the NEP
criteria. The fundamental principles of NEP which is recognising, identifying and fostering the unique
capabilities of each student, respect for diversity and respect for individual aspect in all topics. While
framing the book our editorial team ensured that children enjoy classroom learning to the fullest.

Key Features of the Series:

With the motto of Educate, Encourage and Enlighten this book is based on NEP criterion which promotes
learning and development, and tests higher-order skills, such as analysis, critical thinking, and
conceptual clarity. The book has been segregated into sections emphasising upon the comprehension of
information regarding various topics, such as:
e ThelivingPlanet : The information related to the uniqueness and importance of our planets. It also
discusses space travellers.
SportsArena  : This portion discusses different aspects of sports such as origins,
tournaments, trophies, etc. It talks about different types of sports and sportsmen.
® IncredibleIndia : This portion discusses the glorious past of India along with its polity,
geography and legacy.
e AwarenessPlus : The book discusses the topics of general awareness about safety and
responsibility here.
e Life Skills . This feature of the book inculcates life skills and values in students.
e Personality Plus : This book also strives to be a helpful associate in the proper development of the
student's personality including good manners, etiquettes and proper conduct.

* Brainstorming : This section consists of activity given at the end of a section urges students to apply
their learning skills and helps them to retain the knowledge gained in class.

® letmeAnswer : Discussion-oriented questions are asked to promote the students to inspire to think
critically and respond with well thought out answers.

e Teacher'sNote : A "Teacher's Note" is a set of instructions laid out for the teachers to follow in the

classroom based on the worksheet, activity/exercises. It specifies how the
worksheet and activities/exercises should be carried out in class.
Info-Bits . Interesting facts related to the topic of the chapter are incorporated in the form of
Info-Bits so as to enhance the overall learning experience of the student.
The subject of general knowledge is too broad to be covered in an eight-book series.
However, every effort has been made to make it as thorough as possible. Sincere efforts have been taken
fo prevent any inconsistencies and make this series a perfect complement to the students' education. Any
worthwhile recommendations for how to improve the series are always welcome and greatly
appreciated.

—Publisher
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Fill in the blanks with the help of the help list:

1. Thebulk of the .......cccccoervivniccnnnnnnes is made from iron, oxygen,
magnesium and silicon.

2. More than .....cccovvvccevnncncnee chemical elements occur naturally
in the Earth and its atmosphere.

3. The e, is made mostly from oxygen and silicon.
4. The e, is made of iron and magnesium.
5. The e, is of iron, nickel and traces of sulphur,

carbon etc.

Heavy elements like ........cccccocoeveieincnenence end up in crust because
they easily react with oxygen and silicon to form compounds.

7. Earth has a unique shape called a .........ccccccevvirreencnee. it isnota
perfect sphere.

Earth spins faster at .......ccccevvverencrccncnee

Let Me Answer

% Air is the mixture of

e

The Earth's diameter is 43 km
larger at equator than at poles.

Geoid, Earth, Uranium, Ninety two,
Core, Crust, Mantle, Equator

- W IHTLER W~ Motivate students to complete the exercises. Help them to understand different
n— W\~ features of nature.

5 General Knowledge-6
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II. Mark the following ecological institutions of India

' Let Me Answer

% Haveyouever been to any hill station?
Nameit.

H He/p List "

Centre for Environment Education CPR Environmental Education Centre

Centre for Ecological Sciences Centre of Social Forestry and Eco-Rehabilitation
Centre for Ornithology and Natural History

Centre for Environmental Management of Degraded Ecosystems
Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy
Arid Forest Research Institute

Both Zoological Survey and Botanical Survey of India have
headquarters in Kolkata.

Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute

General Knowledge-6




Ecology Talkies

Yoo ¢

Write True or False for the following statements:

1.  Smoke from car, bus, etc. cannot cause air pollution.

2. Farmers' crop sprays, mining and volcanic eruptions
can cause air pollution.

All the pollutants of the air are good gases.

Unburnt hydrocarbons react in strong sunlight to form
ozone. They may create a photo chemical smog.

6.  Air pollution is a major cause of global warming.
Air pollution does not have any effect on the ozone layer.

-

2
4 Mostfuels are chemicals called hydrocarbons, %
5.

=

=

8.  Air pollution is a cause for lung diseases.

Benxi, a city in China, remains invisible to
satellites because of smoke from factories.

WL ER 1) W~  Explain to students the harmful effects of air pollution with the help of the
y— W\ givenexercise.

7 General Knowledge-6

Let Me Answer

% Name any disease caused by
air pollution.




Interesting Bugs

Read and learn about some interesting bugs :

Mosquitoes spread diseases like yellow fever,
dengue and malaria. The female mosquitoes
that bite animals and people are responsible
for itching and irritation.

Unit-1: Nature

Termites are also known as ‘white ants'. They
have softer bodies and lighter colours than
ants. They feed on dead plants, trees, and
wood. They cause damage to furniture.

Lice are mainly of two types : chewing or
biting lice and sucking lice. They usually grow
on the human scalp, eyebrows and eyelashes.
They feed on human blood. Their bites cause
itching. An adult louse can live up to one
month on aperson'shead.

Dragonflies have long and strong bodies.
They are in many colours. They also have huge
eyes. They are known for their quick
movements and are among the fastest insects.

: USRI ~  [troduce students to some amazing insects with the help of illustrations.
M— NN

General Knowledge-6 8
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Spiders have eight legs. Their bodies are
divided into two parts. They make silk webs to
attract and catch other insects. They are found
almost everywhere in the world.

Grasshoppers usually jump or crawl, but
most kinds can fly. They eat only plants. They
have antennae on their heads. They use them
to touch and smell. They also have special
eyes. They allow them to see in all directions at
a single time.

Info-Bits @

Ladybugs usually grow up to 8 to 10 mm long.
They have short legs. They have bright-coloured
bodies with black, yellow, or reddish markings.
They only live up to four weeks.

A
‘ Let Me Answer

% Inwhichregionin the world can spiders not survive?

qz . .
ﬁ_ Qulz Time

Can you identify these bugs? Choose the right answers from the help list given below.

- -

He/p L:Sf

Caterpillar Cockroach Honeybee Ant

9 General Knowledge-6



Birds

Fill in the blanks with the help of the help list:

1. are the biggest of the hunting birds, with
wing spanup to 2.5 m.

2. The have been recorded diving at a speed
of320km/hr.

The smallest parrot species are the
atabout 8 cminlength.

who average

4. are large wading birds that hunt for fish in
shallowlakes and rivers.

lives in Eurasia in summers, and then
migrates to Africa, India and China in the winters.

6. are parrots which are white with feathered
crests on their heads.

is the biggest living bird, towering up to
2.75min heightand weighing over 150 kg.

8. The penguin is the biggest swimming
bird up to 1.2 m tall and weighing over 40 kg.

Ha T nfo-Bits @
' ' The Elephant bird of Madagascar

was the biggest bird, growing up to
3mtall (now extinct).

Falcons, Emperor, Herons, White Stork,
Pygmy Parrots, Eagles, Cockatoos,
Ostrich

Unit-1: Nature

- WiIHTLER (W~ Motivate students to learn amazing facts about various incredible birds using
- .
i ufft the exercise.

General Knowledge-6 10



Under water Life

Fill in the blanks with the help of the help list:

gets its name from its whip like tail with its

are tiny shelled creatures that live along the tide

is also called Medusa, after the mythical Greek

Goddess Medusa, who had wriggling snakes for hair.

are mammals. They are warm-blooded and

migrate over 7,000 km, from the Baltic Sea in

Europe to the Sargasso Sea near the West Indies.

Can grow as long as 3 m and weighs more than 500

1.
poisonous barbs.
2.
line, feeding on seaweed.
3.
4.
mothers feed their young ones with milk.
5.
6.
kg.
7.

are a group of water-dwelling, predatory animals that

look a bit like flowers. They cling to rocks and catch tiny prey with their

‘ Let Me Answer

tentacles.

I] He/p List II

#% Which mammals of the oceans produce 30%
of the world's vegetable matter each year?

Bluefin Tuna, Jellyfish,
Sand Hoppers, Dolphins, M

European Eels, Sea

The Box Jellyfish has one of the most deadly

Anemones, Electric Ray poisons. It is the world's most venomous

el TEACHER'S NOTE

animal.

-

Life underwater has always been a mystery for humans. Scientists are always
working towards knowing more about it. Explain fabulous trivia about aquatic
life to the students with the help of the given questions to practice.

1 General Knowledge-6



Useful Plants

Every part of the banana tree can be used. The
trunk, flowers and fruit can be eaten. Banana
leaves are even used as plates!

When a cut is made in the bark of the rubber
tree, latex, a milky fluid, flows out. This fluid is
collected and used to make sheets of rubber,
from which objects like tyres, shoe soles, and
balls are made.

A reddish-brown dye is obtained from the
henna plant and is used to colour hands, hair,
fingernails and fabrics.

Info-Bits @

The ancient Egyptians used parts of
the papyrus plant to make paper!

Various parts of the neem tree are used to
make different medicines. Neem twigs are
used to brush teeth. Neem leaves are used to
ward off insects. They are also eaten in many
parts of India.

- W IHTL:ER 1) W~  Assist learners to know more about different plants and their usage. Also,
n— .~ motivate them to have an open discussion about them in the classroom.

General Knowledge-6 12
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Almost all parts of a coconut tree are useful.
The trunk is used to make furniture. We eat
coconut fruit and it gives us oil. Also, coconut
water makes for a cool and refreshing drink.
Coconut fibre is called coir and can be woven
to make ropes and mats.

(]
, Let Me Answer
Do you know that chocolate is made

from the beans ofthe cocoa tree. = Wthh fI'LIit is also kHOWH as GOd'S fI'Uit?
L

& . o
ﬁb Qulz Time

Identify and write the names of the commonly used medicinal plants given below.
Choose the answers from the help list.

H He/p List "

Tulsi
Pudina
Amla

13 General Knowledge-6



Rearrange the following to get the names of the Sanctuaries and
National parks with the help of the help list:

Wildlife Sanctuaries and

National Parks In India

Locations

Chamarajanagar, Karnataka

Garo Hills, Meghalaya

Nainital, Uttarakhand

Jammu and Kashmir

Bharatpur,Rajasthan

Hazaribagh,Jharkhand

)

)

)

)

) Lakhimpur, UttarPradesh
)

)

) Alipurduar,West Bengal

Names

1. PRUIDBAN [
National Park

2.  KAMRAPBAL [
Sanctuary

3. IMTEBCORT |
National Park

4.  MAGICHAD |
National Park

5. WADHDU |
NationalPark

6. ANGHA (
Bird Sanctuary

7. ZARIHAGHAB[
National Park

8.  RAPAADJAL [
Sanctuary.

' Let Me Answer

# Name the biodiversity plant in the capital of India— Delhi.

,\7

H He/p List

Dachigam, Ghana, Hazaribagh, Jim Corbett,

Dachigam National Park in Jammu and
i Kashmir is specially known for Hangul
Dudhwa, Bandipur, Balpakram, Jaldapara (Kashmir Stag).

IR (W~ Help students understand the value of wildlife sanctuaries and national parks in
— W\~ Indiawiththe help of the practice exercises.

General Knowledge-6
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Scientific Trivia

1. Name the branch of science with the help of the help list:

The study of sound and sound waves.

2. A branch of science dealing with the production

of crops.

3. The scientific study of the material remains of

the past as evidence of man's life, culture and history.
4. The scientific study of recording of earthquakes
and other vibrations of the Earth.

5. The study of the places names, their origins, uses

and classifications.

6. The study of general and fundamental problems
such as those connected with existence, knowledge,
values, reason, mind and language.

7. The study associated with health and its

preservation.

The study of rivers.

The study and treatment of mental and

emotional disorders. YFPEETNTETT

# Name the study of food, diet and nutrients.

[Help Lt | "Tnfo-Bits @

Potamology, Archaeology, Agronomy, The exploration and study of the
Seismology, Toponymy, Philosophy, Hygiene, ocean is called Oceanography.
Psychiatry, Acoustics O

~ TR W~ There are numerous branches of science to study every minute detail in the world.
(| — .~ Allow students to explore some of these branches with the help of the given exercise.

15 General Knowledge-6



2. Fillin theblanks with the help of the help list:

1. is a bio-fertiliser produced from maize waste and gluten.

2. is an important drug substitute of anti-tuberculosis drug.
3. is used as a bio-fertiliser.

4. 11 Mayiscelebrated as in India.

5. means Science and Technology Entrepreneurship Parks.
6. is the quarterly research journal published by

Meteorological Department of India.

7. technology converts biodegradable solid waste into useful

manure.

8. is India's first thematic educational satellite.

9. The Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences is located in

10. was the first satellite launched by India.

I] Hel P List Il
STEP, Nainital, Aryabhatta, Azolla, Nisarga,

Technology Day, Suryamin, MAUSAM,
DL-2-Aminobutanol, EDUSAT

Info-Bits @

The most powerful rocket ever was The Saturn V' was build to send people to the
Moon.

L
General Knowledge-6 16



Green Energy

Justimagine if the earth uses all its coal, petroleum, oil, and natural gas reserves. How
will cars, planes, trains, and all other vehicles run? How will we cook our food? How
will generators and heavy machinery work? We need to harness and develop the
renewable energy sources present in nature. Let's read about some sources of

renewable energy.

Tidal power means to a form of renewable energy.
Tidal action in the ocean is converted to electric
power. One of the ways to harness tidal power
between high tides and low tides is by usinga dam to
block receding water during the time when the tide
flows out from the land. During low tide, water
stored in the dam is released, and the water passes
through a turbine generate electricity.

Biomass energy is obtained from landfill or waste
dumps. Most of the waste that we dump is buried in
the ground. It rots and generates a gas, which can be
used as renewable or ‘green’ energy. This gas is used
to produce electricity. In many Indian villages and
towns, biomass energy is used for cooking, lighting,
and other power needs.

Solar energy is procured from the sun’s rays that
reach the earth. The sun’s energy can be
transformed into thermal (or heat) energy, and used
in homes for heating purposes. It can also be used to
provide electricity using photovoltaic cells or solar
power plants.

- IHTL:ER 1) W~ Green Energy is also known for sustainable resources. Discuss various forms of
n— W .~ renewableresources with the students with the help of this chapter.

17
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